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Athletes of the Past:

JOHN

II’ you should pass the corner of 63rd
Drive and Carlton Street in Quee
don’t be surprised to see a lean white-
haired gentleman raci aronnd the
lawn with a grass cntter, hoppin;
shrubs like a jack rabbit, or climbing a
ike a youngster, be-
cause it will be the forner world's
champion hordler, Jack Eller, still in
the pink of cowlition at sixty-seven
years of age,
Former  Patrol-
man  John  Eller
spent thirty - seven
years in the depart-
ment  assigned o
patrol and motor-
cycle duty and the
warrant squad dur-
ing which time he
carned the title of
a “'good cop,” fear-
less and honest. He
has seven excellem

tations for stoppi
rn. v horse:
the same time he
made a phenomenal
track history that
stands as o of
the greatest sport
chievements of all
e, At his home where he lives with
s wife, Barbara, Mr. Eller avidly
follows all of the major track events
on his television set

e son of \I mlnu u

it

he was

lh pamm were
nugal pmpl- wl Im were blessed with
four sops—all of them fine athletes
Their falh-r was a cutter ind designer
of men's clothes, but found time to
developing and encouraging hiz sons
tw reach athltic pu’futmn

otion of becoming a track man
he joined the National Guard at
vighteen. During a two week training
|n.r|nd with the Guard he entered a
fool race and came in so far ahead of
the field that he wasn't long deciding
about where he would find his greatest
athletic suceess.

s an oarsman at nineteen, he had
n headed for lcrt.un f'\m; Iis first

Neil, ]'mk won the
ng Junior Cham-
pionship. The same year. he rowed in
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the four man shell and also won the
championship, That team was known
as the “Augustine, O'Connor, Eller,
Hlahan Qu.lrh.l ind added glory to
the reputation of the famous Metro-
politan Rowing Club,

As a member of the 71st Regiment
of the National Guard, he aspired to
be a baskethall star. But his victories
i intra regimental track games ended

the budding basket

ball career, and
starterd him on the
track.  After mak-

ng a fine showing
t the 220 vard dis
tunce and collecting
a score of trophies,
the young Mr, Eller
decided to go in for
tmber topping in
the high and low
hurdles.

lu Loth flat and
hurdie running,

arc: 0:288 for the
220 yard indoor
high hurdles on a
ten-lap track ;0:27.6
for the 220 yard high hurdles outdoors
vn a turn; 0: l<6 for the 150 yard flat
race 250 yard
low hurdle ,\I| of these titles were
earned after he joied the department

reminisces about the championship the
department dida’t win in 1906 when
Patrolmen Matt McGrath, Pat Me-
Donald, Kgon Erickson, Martin Sheri-

dan, Simon Gillis and himself won
individual championships for their
clubs which if added together would

have been more than enough to win
a tean titl:

For comparison with today's stand-
Games of 1916 at

er’s greatm In
nes lie ran the 120-vard low
0:13.8. That record cxisted
the great Oympic Champion
-tenth of a
The present

until
“Spec” Townes shaved onc
second from it in 1936
record was set in 1949 by Harrison
Dilard at 13.

His career as an athlete spread over
21 years and was interrupted only by a

two year hitch with the Y.M.CA. in
France in World War . While with

.E.F., he conducted track ineets
and took on all comers as a middle-
weight boxer. His reign of twenty-one
yuars as a track star is remarkable.
Ile was national 220-yard champion
in 1907, 1908, 1910, 1911 and 1912.

For all of his competition, Eller
trained on his off time, but because of
fierce competitive spini he racked up
1 total of forty-three Metropolitan, Na-
unna] and Foreign Championships in
hurdling and sprinting.

Fis greatest disappointment came in
1912 when he was selected Lo represent
the United States at the Stockholm
Olympic Games. During training for
these games, he tore a tendon in his
left leg. Des; the injury he finished
in second place, but his hopes of win-
ning an Olympic Crown had faded.

The first penthalon championships in
the United States were held in 1911,
and he was the hirst man to capture
that crown. Victory to him was an
obsession, and while competin,
would consider himself a failure
didn’t win at least three championships
cach year.

Perhaps the greatest show of recu-
perative power in athletics was turned
in by Patrolman Eller in 1912, It al-
most resulted in his discharge from the
department.  After making an arrest,
a_patrol wagon in which Patrolman
Eller, his partner, and their prisoner
were riding overturned. His partner
was kiiled, and Patrolman Eller, him-
self, sustained a possible fracture of the
skull.  Nine days while on sick
report, and under doctor’s care, he
went to watch the Metropolitan Cham-
pionships in Madison Square Garden.
His coach, the famous Lawson Robert-
~un saw him in a box and tried to per-
suade him to run so that their club
could win the championship. Persua-
<ion didn't work. and the twe great
hammer throwers, Matt MeGrath and
I"ac MacDonald were summoned. They
lifted him out of the box. carried him
1o the dressing rooms, and changed his
clothes. With no alternative, the re-
mperumg officer was entered in the
ard high burdles, and broke the
world’s record. But to Jack Eller this
wasn't his greatest triumph.

later,

The event that is outstanding in his
mind is the last race he ran for the
unexcelled developer of track stars
“Pete \\'nturs, present track coach of
thiERE=

'\\h'l!t acssuned to motorcycle duty,
ialmhmn Eller was escorting the
I'rince of Wales in 1923. After reach-

(Continued on page 26)

John Eller

(Comtinued lrom poge 23)

ion at 8 pan. une
missed for three
hours with instructions to pick up the
Prince at 1 pm. Hopping on his
moterevele, Eller went to the 71si
Regiment Armory where the Met AAU

Conch Waters who was leading the
I,rnu“hhn Lyceum A.C. spied Eller on
1o ﬂu Armory, and told
him that Loughlin would win the cham
pionship nul_\ Jack would run with
the half mile relay team. To make
Eller's importance more  impressive,
Vaters  voluntecred to allow Eller
to pick the tam, and be its captain,
ii only he would cnter. The forty-
year-old cop finally consented. He
picked the team, and Waters asked
how they'd run. The order of running
that Eller proposed was exactly oppa-
site to what Coach Waters would have,
bu[ as captain of the team, Eller had
His spot was anchor man
id Iu‘ oppasition were the Metropoli-
220 yard Senior and Junior Cham-
pions. The race started and when the
anchor men got the stick, Eller was in
third place yards behind. However,
with a burst of speed, he headed for
the tape and won by a distance of threc
vards. It wasn't until the next day that
the Prince of Wales learned that his
motoreycle escort had won his last
championship a2 rack star. The
Prince

Jack Lller’s husiasm today for
athletics is as great as it ever was. He
hbors with his ccaseless
mi splendid condition. The
fegret he has is that he isn't coach
youngsters.  The confidence that
made him one of the greatest athletes
of all is still present when he tells
vou that with any fifty yeungsters of
high scheol age, he could develop a
championship team. 1 his son is cri-
teria, Patrolman ller is right.  He
was the only school athlete ever to win
s in high school
training at home
and without great rigidity inade him a
wreat athled

To aspiring athletes in the depart-
mwent, this champion states: “They
must punish thenselves two or three
days each week with faithful practice:
love their sport, and in their spare time
hy handbali as a condition:
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