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| Athletes Among the Cops.
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Many Strong Men B:sides Flanagan, and
Som: Swift Ones, Too.
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Now that John Flanagan, the hammer
thrower, has put on the coat of blue and
grappled the night stick, thers i more
talk than ever of reviving the Police Ath-
letle Assoclation. Most of the young men
of to-day either never knew or have for-
gotten that there ever was such an or-
gan'e itlon, and that Billy Muldoon, the
wrastler, was ita bright particular star.

That ancient hand of athletes was wracked
and scattered by dissension. Hard words
and things that are even harder than words
were flung back and forth in Glass Hall,
the meeting place in Thirty-fourth street
near Third avenus; something of a scandal
was created by tha rows that eceurred,

better bestowed than when they are given
to a policeman.

Flanagan, who will be the king pin of the
athletic cops, s attached to the East Fifty-
first street station. Long ago, before he
ever thought of being a great man or &
policeman, he used to tie a rope or & chain
around a stone in his native Irish village
and fling it as hie now throwa the hammer,
his competitors then being the lads of the
neighborhood.

The boys down at Princeton, where Flan-
agan used to go to teach the young idea
how to heave the weighta, say that when
he went to the games at which he won the
champlonship of Ir_land he had never even

MUBPHY RIDING HIS FAMOUS MILE.

and’ the Police Athletic Association died
& dishoporable death.

Muldeon turnei in hia badge and be-
oame famous as wrestler and traine-. He
has & sanftariom now, where he m.n ders
to the fat and the indisereet, rubs out their
flabbiness and their headaches and sends
them back into the world equirmed to
lead nebler and better lives, If they
don't so isn't his fault.

The shortcomings of the old association
having been forgotten, miny of the cops
thick the time is ripe for forming a new
one, and they think so all the more now
that one of the world's most renowned
athletes has joined the guild

There are not many Flanagans on the

*MILE-A-MINOTP:® MURPHT.

foroe, but there are perhapa two sonre
of men who would be a eredit to any ath-
letlo elub, men who have taken part in
athletle meets with the best of the strong
and fAest and who have no reason to be
ashamed of their recorda.  There are blue-
coats, two or three, who have in thei - day
held the centre of the rtage—Murphy, who
with his bicyele earned the name of *Mile
a Minute,” and Albert, who plugged out
more lape in the course of six days than
any rider who had gone before Lim.

It is fair to presumne that with an associa-
tlop formed to develop the prowess of the
men and stimulate rivalry among them,
many a performer of high degree, now
unknown and probably himself uncon-
sciows of his talent, would come to the
front.

The police force is a natural refuge for
the athlete. He usually comes into cham-

ip form so young that he has not
thoroughly learned any trade, and during
his heyday be usually coesn't care or think
about.the bread and butter pioblam. But
youth and championships are fleeting
posseasions. They're here to«day and
gona to-morrow. And almost before he
has had time to set his silver mugs and
gold medals in order the world is cemanding
a day’s work for a day's pay from your
&x ion.

For such as these the Police Department

s good, and they are good for the Police
ment, too.  Qualities like strength
agllity and pluck—lor you can't be an
athléte without gameness—surelvy are never
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seen & regulation sixteen-pound hammer—
which nowadays isn't & hammer at all, but
a sort of ball and chain. Be that as it may,
he won the championship of Ireland, and
he etill holds eight Irish records of one
kind or another.

Then he crossed to England and cleaned
up all comers in 1898, and from 1867 to the
present day he has been the American
champion. The world's championahlp is
his, ton, and until some one can cstablish
a higher mark than the 171 feet 8 inchea
which he made on Sept. 3, 1901, at Celtic
Park, his it will remain.

That throw was made from a seven-foot

cirele. Hia record of 184.1 made from a
nine-foot cirele also challenges the world,
and his cast of 38 feet 0)4 inches with the
fifty-six-pound weight, done at Celtic Park
on Oct. 20, 1901, is unequalled. In 1900
he won the championship of Eagland at
hammer throwing, crossed over to Parla
and outdid Lis rivals at the Olymplan games
with a throw of 187.4 and then eaptured
the championship of Canada.
There's a wonderfu! difference betwesen
hig Flanagan and Charles J, Murphy, the
Brooklyn cop who, next to Flanagan, will
ghad the most lustre on the athletic da-
partment of the foroe. There are men, who
have known athletes and athletios for a
many & year, who will tell you that Charlie
Murphy in their estimation holde the record
for nerve, and fully expect that some
day the call will come in answering which
Murphy will show that he is as brave an
officar as he was a sporteman.

Murphy's ride behind a train on the Long
Island HRailroad on June 30, 1508, will ba

JOHN FLANAGAN A WORLD'S CHAMPION,

remembered as long as men tell the tales of
daring deeds. A awift locomotive and a
passenger ocoach were engaged and a
hoard track was laid betwean the rails on
the Maywood branch. From the back of
the coach a hood was Luilt syt so that
Murphy, riding behind the train which
wae 1o e his pacemaker, should be shelteared
from the resistanos of the wind,

The measured mi's was indicated by red
flags at the start and finish, but of sourse
the train and the rider got under way for a
fiying start before the Arst flag was reached,
It was part of the terms of the trial that the
engineer should pull out for all he was worih
at the beginning of the mile,, bt that
Murphy should not know by any sign when
the actual run began.

The engineer d'd his part at the opening
stage of the performance te perfection,
When they dashed by the flag Murphy on
his wheel was well within the hood, and a
party of witnesses, including James F.
Sullivan, as referee, stood on the back
platform of the car waiching him.

Up and down flew his leg= so rapidly that

| funnel-shaped cloud of dust and pebbles

Jhey were just & blur of white to the on- |
loukers, but fast as they #hirled the pedals |
the bioyole wasn't keeping up with the
pacemaker. Inch by inchthe wheel receded
ti!l Murphy was out of the hood and still

dropping back,
The wind was drawing to a fecus behind
the traln, and where lta ocurrénts met a

wasa riaing, Some of the watchers knew
that If Murphy's came in contact
with that little whirlwind it would be over-
turned and he would almost oertainly be
killed, and the awful fear that was upon
them was pictured in their faces,

Murphy's trainer be .t low on the platform
and urged him on with & quiet word just as
a Jockey will talk to his horse, The rider,
with death almoet touching him, heard the
~all and responded. The white lege cut
tle air faster and farter, the distarce Le-
tween the bicycle and the traln grew ehorter
and shorter and in a few peconde Murphy
was back within the enclosure and bis life
was raved--saved, that in, for the moment,
but it was soon in peril again.

The enginecer waa & poor pacemaker—
not that it waa his fauit, he hadn't heen

properly instructed. When he parred the
recond flag be ehut off steam and slowed
down so abruptly that Murphy came head
on toward the back of the traln, and once
more a look of horror apread over the faces
of the men on the platform.

Bome of them erouched down and rmached
for him and how they got him even they
do not know, but get him thl-{ did, ard ro
he cheated the underiaker twice within
thirty reconds.

His time for the mile was 57.04 records,
which shows that he defervea even betier
than hir rickname of *Mils a Minvte, "

That performance was glven to advertire
a cerlain make of hiewele, When It was
aver and the agent of the compary whn
had manarrd It reallw d how rear it bad
~ome o beine a traer dy he rat down in the
~ar and wept hyetercally. Tt has rever
| been repeated and never will be with the
conrert of thore who raw .

The other ereat hisyele rider of the de-
partment [2 Frank Albert, the ilxeday rare
wirrer of old. He rever did a mile 'r. &
winvte ar anvwhere rear it, but he vied tn
nlug and plu~, dav in ard day out, ard ero-n
the wire at the head of the ravad In the
lrre-distaroe races of ten vears arn,  New
adave, when there in ary eveling at the
fiarden Albert marAecs tn pet detall-d
therr to krep the crowd In order, ard as he
watehes the epeedy boys of 1008 he grows
rereiniarert,

Michar] Crersn of the Oak street statien
in g rimrer of fire %ntrrvﬂfr,ﬂl ard, thoveh
*aver Achamnior, his prrformarore at d'e-
tarrva i 10 varda to the ovarter mile
hawe plared Hm hieh in hig claep, Thev
~all him the *Tiebtnine Con ™ Tike almcet
all the athlet'e pallremrer, e belenes o the
Mireater New York Ieeh l"’*]ﬁ‘ﬁ Muhb,
itk Lge tia Arld damg ot Melils Taal.

William Rvan, who reporta at East Sixtv-
mevanth street, has heen a fast man, ton,
at the hall mile and the mile, and often
usad to compete in races as the renre.
mentativea of tha Xavier Athleti- Club,
Rourndsaman Martin an, who suards
the frontier somewhera down In Oueens,
Ed Strurle and A. J. Kennev. should not
he forgotten in anv roster -of the MNaet-
footed poliee, and Kennev eould not only
ruv, hut was alsa a fine jumper,

There are severnl rollremen  begides
Flanagan who have attracted attertion
by their knack and power at throwing
tha walghts, James J. Pendergast of
the Fiftr-first gtreet statlon In one of them.
He came over with tha rarty of athleten
known as tYe Irish Invaders In 1%, and
he was a might* man with the welghts and
& arlendid hurl” rlaver.

Pll‘nr'imi Ehllﬂdl.nt :‘#ﬂ#ﬂ!he ;li;ru;
to e nuUrpose & “ vars lalan
gamea of 172 that he's the chamrion of
tha vear, with a throw of 113 faet 7 inchas —
dosan't mean that his

i= & Pastima
s an _— "'ﬂi.".'.i
arcomyp:
, an all-round ath-
. Among
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Darmott, mav he

In front of the Fauitahle

MeDermott was & champion shot
putter well nigh a auarter century ago,

Per no clas of athletes seema to

drift more naturallv to the force than the

boxers, ard of all the boxers who ever

wore a rolice uniform nome has me it

Time has made a long Might ¥

e e L e v o
ght boxer

who do not vet ennaider themaelves middle-

aeed who remember hia ighting dave with

fondneas. He was a club-swinger, too, and

a fine trainer of o hor athletes.

Detactive Barpeant Frank Fvanhoe was
a middleweirht boXer, whom it was a de-
li=ht to mae about the time of Bakvlka's
nrime, and Detective Bergeant William
F. Peahodvy was both boxer and sprinter,
thevieh he naver ran Away.

Jamea Pilkington, the subwavy con-
tractor, was a oop ln hia dav and in 1882
was the American champion amateur
h avvwelrht be 2er, the American champion
amateur wrestler and a champion carsman

to bnoot.

Capt. Reilly dearly loved a fiehter and
wherever he commanded thers were pretty
aure to be two or three coppers who wers
handy with the gloves, When ha ran the
Tenderl-in an actor and theatrical manarer
named Smith, who had formed an *Uncle
Tom'a Cabin® trust, and thought he
ernild box, hraldea &oln; all these other
thines went to Reillv and hoastad that he
er'ld knoek ovt any man In the squad.
Raillr found an opnnmnf for him and turned
the pair lnoss in his own office, and great
was the fall of 8 nith.

Thers are saome old ris in town who
think thev remember that the man Capt.
Reillv picrked to do battle for the precinet
was Charli» Kammer.  And that may well
have been so, for Kammer was a fast and
rlaver man and cames inte middleweight
championahip farm in 1888 and 1899,

Serirt. James Quirley wan a wrestlor in tha
old Muldoon davs and met Muldoon, Bibby,
Matsada Borakachi, the Jap: and cther
men of mark. He's on the retired list now
and dwells in peace and enmfort down
Benaonhurst way.

There was n 1ims when walking waa Leld
in hirher esteemn A a mport than it is now,
Frad J. Mott, now a de*sa~tive in Harlem,
wnaa ono of the swiftast Fes'sand-tos pacers
af thoss dove. His re~crd of 12 seconds
for rovent v-five vards made in 1878 outdid
all the others. Dn Lehene of Fifry-first
street was tha winner af mrav prires then
and walked his mile inaide of reven minu o=,

Jeck Lynch. the old Metrapolit'n pitcher
—wha that & pa‘tine into the rerea end
vellow deesn't romember Jack and the
V"' and will not ba glad to Fear after
lo! these many dave that he's doinz nicels,
Jhank vou. as n mamber of the boiler-in-
specting myuni'?

dobn Farnum snd Clarence Martin of
Fiftv-t'rat sir-et have plaved pond hall,
too. tre oon i the State League and the
other am gher stop at For . Thera's
1 famoun | ¢-oese playrr in Fifty-f ret
strot, Edward M., Camsidy. a Cancdian,
who wed 1o rurmmha ball at Three Rivers,
Montreil gnd other plares in the Dominion.

Every man who has tesm named h-s
some re~ord ard réputetion in the athletic
wnrltl;ll and un;!nul:'tr!dlym may ha rtt\ :rrn
aqually waorthy pe note. on
thair new ~lub ia formed mav the race

bhe to the swift end the battls to the st rong.
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